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CVU has six offices worldwide: 

the Chicago Headquarters,  
Academic offices in Chicago and 
Toronto, a Research office in 
Venice, an office in Riyadh and 
the Asia Headquarters in 
Shanghai.

Our members form a truly global 
network. CVU offices on three 
continents and regional 
chapters, committees, and 
representatives in over 50 
countries means that you can 

get involved wherever you are in 
the world. 

Regional hubs Americas, Europe, Asia & Middle East 
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Research-driven publications Access cutting-edge resources 
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Our flagship magazine represents 
a holistic approach to 

understanding and improving the 
cities in which we live, exploring 
how increased density and 

vertical growth can support more 
sustainable and healthy cities. 

Vertical Urbanism magazine Access cutting-edge resources 
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Height criteria & “Tallest” titles Fortify your industry presence 

The Council is perhaps 
best-known to the public as 
the arbiter of tall building 
height and the global 
authority that bestows titles 
such as “The World’s 
Tallest Building.”
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Awards Program Fortify your industry presence 

With 16 categories, our 

renowned annual awards 

program recognizes the 

projects, practices, and 

individuals that make 

extraordinary contributions 

to the advancement of tall 

buildings, the urban 

environment, sustainability, 

and human well-being 

around the world.
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Interactive data studies Access cutting-edge resources 

Leveraging our global 

database of 40,000+ tall 

buildings, we conduct 

original, data-driven 

analysis to reveal 

emerging trends, 

performance metrics, and 

typological shifts shaping 

the future of tall buildings 

and dense urban 

environments.



Global Trends 
& Forecasts 
The State of the Tall Building Industry. A Global Perspective and the UK
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As of early 2025, there are 2,440 buildings of at least 200 meters in height. 
This figure has more than doubled since 2017.

Trends and Forecasts 200M+ Completions by Year
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2026 Trends & Forecasts 2025 Completions by Country
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2026 Trends & Forecasts 2025 Completions by Function
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2026 Trends & Forecasts 2025 Completions by Material
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2026 Trends & Forecasts 2025 Completions by Region
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2026 Trends & Forecasts Regional Completions Since 1980
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2026 Trends & Forecasts Completions by Function Since 1980
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2026 Trends & Forecasts Completions by Material Since 1980
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2026 Trends & Forecasts Geographic Diversity

As of 2025, there are 221 cities with at least one 
200m+ building, and another 24 cities with their first 
such building under construction.
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By 2030, there will be 100 buildings 

taller than the Empire State Building.
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CVU Data Handbook Web Version

Explore the Data Handbook Interactive Website
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CVU Data Handbook Printed Version

Explore the Data Handbook Interactive Website



Activity Report 
Europe
The State of the Tall Building Industry. A Global Perspective and the UK
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Global Activity Report Latest Release

Scan to access the 

most recent Global 

Activity Report on 

the Americas Region

The next report, 

focused on Europe, 

will be released in 

mid-June 2026.
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Global Activity Report Growing Up, Growing Out

Moscow and Paris are densifying 

vertically at a much faster rate 

than most European cities.
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UK Cities in Context 50 Tallest Cities in Europe
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Global Activity Report Post-COVID Completions & U/C Buildings
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Global Activity Report Post-COVID Completions by Function

Post-COVID, 100 m+ building growth has 

been primarily residential in Europe.
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Global Activity Report Post-COVID Completions by Function & City
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Global Activity Report Construction Timelines by City

The average construction time per 100 meters of building height 

in Europe has gone down from 44.9 to 38.5 months since 2000.
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UK Cities in Context 50 Densest Cities in Europe
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2025 Highlights First year of VU Index Report
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London Vertical Urbanism Index
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London Tall Building Metrics
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London Density Metrics
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London Livability, Social Metrics
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London City Advocacy Forum

Explore the City Advocacy Forum Website



London
in Depth
A Closer Look at Activity and Projections
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London 50 Tallest Cities in Europe
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#2 Tallest in Europe
225 buildings over 100m

Complete, under construction & proposed
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2015 to 2025
+291% growth in 100 m+ buildings
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London vs. Other Cities in the UK 

Other Cities

Over 76%
of 100 m+ buildings in the UK are in London
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London Projected Tall Building Growth

Growth of 100 m+ buildings is expected to continue
With 150 such completions expected by the end of 2028



48

T
o
ta

l 
n

u
m

b
e
r 

o
f 

1
0
0

 m
+

 b
u

ild
in

g
s

0

2,000,000

4,000,000

6,000,000

8,000,000

10,000,000

12,000,000

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

London Tall Buildings and Population Growth

T
o
ta

l 
p

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n



49

London Tall Building Characteristics

58%25%

14%

Function

All-Residential All-Office Mixed-use

All-Hotel Other

53%

5%

19%

23%

Material

All-Concrete All-Steel

Composite Other / Unknown



What Comes
Next?
Trends and Global Projections
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State of the Industry Vertical vs. Horizontal Growth

There are 524 cities with a population over 10 million as of mid-2026. 
Of those, only 18 have grown more vertically than horizontally since 1975.
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State of the Industry Countries by 200m+ Building Status
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State of the Industry 2025 End of Year Headlines

The era of “building anything, anywhere” is over.
2026 marks a shift to a more selective tall building market focused on utility over iconicity.

140 completions of 200m+ buildings are expected in 2026.
This is roughly on par with 2025’s completions but below a record of 185 completions in 2023.

Tall building growth is expanding geographically without uniformity.
Regional divergence, tighter financing, and geopolitical pressure are redrawing the global picture. 

Tallest completion in 2024 was in Cairo, tallest building in Southern hemisphere is now in Jakarta, 

Thailand and Vietnam are exploding vertically.

Records are still being broken regularly.
NYC and Hong Kong surpassed 100 complete 200m+ buildings in 2025; Shenzhen surpassed 200. 

By 2030, over 240 cities will have at least once complete 200m+ building.
This is an increase from 223 cities today and double the 116 cities with such buildings in 2011.
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State of the Industry 2025 End of Year Construction Forecasts

Structural Material
Composite structures were catching up to all-

concrete structures, but this share has largely 

plateaued in the past decade.

Building Function
CVU anticipates that all-office completions will 

continue a slow decline, while mixed-use and 

all-residential completions will increase.

Construction Timelines
Construction time has almost doubled since 

2000, from 11.8 to 22.0 months per 100 meters 

of building height. CVU expects this trend to hit 

24 months by 2030.
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