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About Us

Civic is a team of system thinkers

in the built environment.

We’re creating positive impact for people, 

place and the planet. 

Given the climate and societal change we must respond to and 

recognising that the environment functions as a single system, we’ve 

carefully curated a team centred around built environment engineering, 

alongside transport, heritage, archaeology, sustainability, and place-

based consultancy. 

Team Civic is united by its creative belief, bringing art and science 

together to solve problems. Together we’re thoughtful, considerate 

disruptors with a clear mission - to care for and protect our climate and 

communities. 

We are passionate about our responsibility to leave a positive legacy 

through our work, for neighbourhoods now and the next generation. This 

is reflected in the vision we have set ourselves of having a positive 

impact on the environment and enabling people to lead healthier and 

happier lives.



Our Locations



Our Space



Emotional Intelligence



• We have always pursued a sustainable design 

agenda, prioritised nature-based solutions & made 

well-informed decisions guided by our vision and 

values

• Initially, we set this out as our ‘Climate Charter’

• Over time, we realised this wasn’t an accurate 

reflection of our responsibilities and our impact

• This inspired us to develop ‘our conscience’

• It’s our response to the ESG agenda & is a ‘living’ 

framework designed to reflect the people we are, how 

we behave, feel, collaborate and act

Our Conscience





iQ Chandos House

Manchester



Client: iQ Student Accommodation

Architect: Shepperd Robson

Contractor: Bowmer and Kirkland

iQ Chandos House, 

Manchester 



Existing Site (Civic) Day 0 





iQ Chandos House, 

Manchester 





In The Ground - Piles



In The Ground - Piles



In The Ground - Piles



In The Ground - Piles



In The Ground - Piles



In The Ground - Foundations



Investigations









Investigations



Initial Scheme



Pile Load Comparison 



Structural Design





Pile Layout



Foundation Layout







Superstructure



Superstructure



Superstructure



Superstructure



Superstructure













• Forensic review of what was already in ground both desk based and 

insitu to give confidence there were opportunities for reuse.

• Creating a structural grid compatible with the existing foundations while 

accommodating additional height without exceeding installed 

pile capacities. 

• Use of repetitive grids to eliminate transfer structures and preserve 

internal layouts.

• Super thin slabs introduced to free up capacity within piles to 

accommodate additional storeys.

• Structural wind to reduce wind loads and core wall thickness, tracked 

down to piles.

• Detailed analyses of construction loads and early strength profiles to 

improve construction programme

• Assessment of slab behaviour under temporarily high loads and 

alternating load sequences before full concrete strength developed.

Key Points



Key Achievements

• Reuse of over 400 piles with only 7 new permanent piles added.

• Elimination of over 350m³ of concrete and 300 tonnes of embodied 

carbon.

• Demonstration of how structural design can significantly reduce 

environmental impact without compromising performance



Key Takeaways

Key Takeaways

• Innovative and considerate engineering is fundamentally important in all 

buildings, especially tall buildings. 

• Collaboration and engineers' relationship with the Project Team. 

• Lock in opportunities

• Building Safety Regulator and pragmatic sensible design

• Compromise without sacrifice



Thank You

dan.podesta@team-civic.com

team-civic.com
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